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Alex Cross's first case since joining the FBI has his new colleagues stymied. Across the country,

beautiful women are being kidnapped-to be bought and sold as slaves. Behind this depraved

scheme stands a shadowy figure known only as The Wolf, a master criminal who has brought a new

reign of terror to organized crime. With Alex's personal life in chaos because of his ex-fiancÃ©e's

return and with the FBI's caution testing his patience, Alex has to go out on his own. For to stalk a

ruthless predator without a name or a face, Alex Cross must become a lone wolf himself...
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Will the real James Patterson please stand up? Most Patterson loyalists have been waiting for this

moment. When will the real Patterson emerge again? We've had glimpses of the greatness and BIG

BAD WOLF ("BBW") is no exception however, Patterson seems to just fall short time and again. It

always seems worth the read just to determine if the magic has returned. Regardless and like most

Patterson fans, I'll continue to buy and read his books until I tire of waiting for the real Patterson to

stand up.Early in BBW, the Wolf, a renegade Russian mafiya soldier, is introduced to the reader. In

something of urban myth fashion, the Wolf has gained underground notoriety as a ruthlessly cold

killer without face or name. One particularly telling tale revolves around the Wolf's encounter with a

jailed U.S. mob boss. As the story goes, the Wolf is able to walk into a 'super-maximum' security

prison in Colorado to speak with jailed mob boss, don Augustino "Little Gus Palumbo." Ostensibly,

the Wolf has a proposition for Little Gus. The Wolf completes his business and walks out off prison



grounds undeterred. The next day, Little Gus's body is found in his cell with virtually every bone in

his body broken. Those familiar with Russian mafiya tactics know this as "Zamochit." The urban tale

became reality and the universal underground came to know that the Wolf's reputation was well

deserved.At the end of the previous Cross iteration, Alex had just joined the FBI. As BBW opens,

Alex is in the early stages of training at FBI headquarters. Given his impressive law enforcement

background and experience, Alex is finding much of the "newbie" work and training quite rote

however, ever the good trooper, Alex presses on and doesn't complain openly.
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